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1. The book “Into the River” by Ted Dawe is a 279 page that novel tells the story of a 
young Maori boy who wins a scholarship to a prestigious boy’s boarding school. In his 
first two years at the school he is academically successful, but ends up being expelled. 

2. The book realistically describes challenges and issues which such a young boy might 
face. In the course of doing so, the book contains scenes, and deals with themes, that 
people may find offensive and upsetting. Those themes include bullying, underage 
casual and unsafe sex, dmg talcing and other matters. The book also includes the use of 
offensive language by a number of the characters. 

3. Overall, when considering the section 3(1) test in light of section 3(3) and 3(4), the 
Board considers that although this book does describe, depict or otherwise deal with 
matters such as sex, crime, cruelty and violence it does not do so in such a manner that 
the availability of the publication is likely to be injurious to the public good. The Board 




considers the book is likely to educate and inform young adults about the potentially 
negative consequences that can follow from involvement in casual sex, underage 
drinking, drug taking, crime, violence and bullying. The Board considers that the book 
serves a useful social purpose in raising these issues for thought and debate and creating 
a context which may help young adults think more deeply about the immediate and long 
term consequences of choices they may be called upon to make. 

4. The Board also considered whether the book should be age restricted pursuant to 
either section 3A or 3B of the Act. Although the book contains highly offensive 
language, the Board did not consider the Board was likely to cause any serious harm if it 
was not age restricted. The Board also considered there was material covered by section 
3B of the Act, but considered there was no realistic likelihood of injury to the public 
good if the publication was available on an unrestricted basis. 

5. Accordingly, the Board classified the book as unrestricted. 



